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Annotation. This research explores the socio-pragmatic aspect of English speech etiquette within the context of
Karakalpak culture. The Karakalpaks, an ethnic group residing in the Karakalpakstan have a unique cultural and
linguistic heritage. This study aims to investigate how Karakalpak cultural norms influence the use of English
speech etiquette, encompassing politeness strategies, forms of address, and speech acts. The research employs a
mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative interviews and surveys with native Karakalpak speakers
proficient in English. The qualitative component involves in-depth interviews with participants from diverse
backgrounds, including students, professionals, and community leaders, to gain insights into their perceptions
and practices regarding English speech etiquette. The survey component will collect quantitative data to
complement the qualitative findings, providing a broader perspective on the prevalence of specific speech
etiquette features. The theoretical framework of this study draws from sociolinguistics, pragmatics, and
intercultural communication, with a focus on theories of politeness, speech acts and face theory. Additionally,
the study will utilize concepts from cross-cultural communication, examining how cultural values, hierarchies,
and social relationships influence linguistic behavior. The findings of this research will contribute to a deeper
understanding of how socio-cultural norms shape English speech etiquette in the Karakalpak context.
Furthermore, the study will have implications for language education, intercultural communication, and the
development of culturally sensitive communication strategies in English language instruction.
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1. Introduction

In the following, the overview of the research topic, emphasizing the importance of studying socio-pragmatic

aspects of English speech etiquette in the context of Karakalpak culture.

Research Objectives:

- To analyze the socio-pragmatic norms governing English speech in the Karakalpak community.

- Toinvestigate the influence of cultural values on speech behavior in English among Karakalpaks.

- To identify potential challenges and areas of improvement in intercultural communication within this
context.

Research Questions:

- What are the socio-pragmatic norms guiding English speech in Karakalpak culture?

- How do cultural values influence speech behavior in English among Karakpaks?

- What are the challenges and potential areas of improvement in intercultural communication involving
Karakalpak speakers of English?

Research Approach: Qualitative research approach will be employed to gain in-depth insights into the socio-

pragmatic aspects of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture.

The socio-pragmatic aspect of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture holds significant importance for

several reasons:

1. Cultural Understanding and Respect: Understanding the socio-pragmatic aspects of English speech etiquette
in Karakalpak culture fosters respect and appreciation for the customs and traditions of the Karakalpak
people. By adhering to these etiquettes, individuals demonstrate their respect for the cultural norms and
values of the community.
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2. Effective Communication: Knowledge of speech etiquette enhances communication effectiveness,
particularly in cross-cultural interactions. Understanding the appropriate linguistic conventions and social
protocols facilitates smoother and more meaningful communication exchanges between members of
different cultural backgrounds.

3. Building Relationships: Observing speech etiquette fosters positive interpersonal relationships. Politeness
strategies, such as using appropriate forms of address and expressing gratitude, contribute to the
establishment of rapport and trust between interlocutors. This is essential for building strong personal and
professional relationships within the Karakalpak community.

4. Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Socio-pragmatic aspects of speech etiquette are integral components of
cultural heritage. By studying and upholding these customs, individuals contribute to the preservation and
transmission of Karakalpak cultural identity across generations. This helps safeguard the rich linguistic and
social heritage of the Karakalpak people.

5. Avoidance of Miscommunication and Conflict: Adherence to speech etiquette norms minimizes the
likelihood of misunderstandings and conflicts arising from linguistic differences. Awareness of appropriate
language use, including politeness markers and indirect speech acts, reduces the risk of unintentional
offense or misinterpretation during communication interactions.

6. Enhancing Global Citizenship: In an increasingly interconnected world, knowledge of cross-cultural
communication practices is essential for fostering global citizenship and intercultural competence.
Understanding the socio-pragmatic aspects of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture enables
individuals to navigate diverse cultural contexts with sensitivity, empathy, and respect.

Overall, the socio-pragmatic aspect of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture plays a vital role in
promoting cultural understanding, effective communication, and harmonious interpersonal relationships within
and beyond the Karakalpak community.

2. Literature Review

Socio-Pragmatic Norms Guiding English Speech in Karakalpak Culture: English speech in Karakalpak culture is
guided by socio-pragmatic norms deeply rooted in cultural values and social dynamics. Politeness, respect, and
maintaining harmony are central to communication, influencing speech acts such as greetings, address terms,
and expressions of gratitude. For example, honorifics and deferential language are commonly used to show
respect for elders or those in authority. Indirect speech acts are also prevalent, allowing speakers to convey
messages subtly and maintain face. Understanding these norms is crucial for effective communication in
Karakalpak society, as deviations from established etiquette can lead to misunderstandings or offense.

Influence of Cultural Values on Speech Behavior in English among Karakalpaks: Cultural values play a
significant role in shaping speech behavior among Karakalpaks speaking English. Values such as collectivism,
hospitality, and maintaining social harmony influence language use, emphasizing politeness strategies and
indirect communication. For instance, expressions of gratitude may be effusive, reflecting a cultural emphasis
on reciprocity and mutual support. Additionally, hierarchical relationships are respected with language
reflecting deference towards authority figures or elders. Cultural sensitivity and awareness of these values are
essential for effective cross-cultural communication with Karakalpak speakers of English.

Challenges and Potential Areas of Improvement in Intercultural Communication Involving Karakalpak Speakers
of English: Intercultural communication involving Karakalpak speakers of English faces several challenges,
including:

Differences in communication styles and norms: Misinterpretations may arise due to differences in politeness
strategies, directness, and non-verbal communication cues.

Language proficiency: Limited proficiency in English among some Karakalpak speakers can hinder effective
communication, requiring patience and clarity from interlocutors.

Cultural misunderstandings: Lack of awareness or misunderstanding of cultural values and norms can lead to
unintended offense or communication breakdowns.

Addressing these challenges requires proactive efforts in: Cultural sensitivity training: Providing intercultural
communication training to improve awareness of cultural differences and foster mutual understanding.
Language support: Offering language assistance or translation services to bridge communication gaps and
facilitate understanding. Building rapport: Establishing trust and rapport through respectful communication and
demonstrating openness to cultural differences.

Continuous learning: Encouraging ongoing dialogue and learning between individuals from different cultural
backgrounds to enhance communication effectiveness and promote cultural exchange.
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In conclusion, understanding the socio-pragmatic norms, cultural values, and challenges in intercultural
communication involving Karakalpak speakers of English is crucial for fostering effective communication and
promoting cultural understanding in diverse linguistic and cultural contexts.

Understanding the socio-pragmatic aspects of speech etiquette in English within the context of Karakalpak
culture requires a multidimensional exploration that integrates linguistic, cultural, and sociological perspectives.
This literature review aims to synthesize existing research on this topic, shedding light on the intricacies of
communication norms and conventions within the Karakalpak community when using the English language.

1. Cultural and Linguistic Dimensions: The study of speech etiquette in a cross-cultural context necessitates an
understanding of both cultural nuances and linguistic structures. Brown and Levinson's [3] politeness theory
provides a framework for analyzing how individuals navigate social interactions through linguistic strategies
such as politeness markers, speech acts, and face-saving mechanisms. Applying this framework to the
Karakalpak cultural context allows for an examination of how cultural values and social hierarchies influence
communicative behavior in English discourse.

2. Karakalpak Cultural Identity and Communication Patterns: Research on Karakalpak cultural identity and
communication patterns offers insights into the socio-cultural factors that shape speech etiquette in English.
Studies by Karomatov (2015) and Mukhitdinov [7]; [12] explore themes such as collectivism, hierarchical
relationships, and the importance of social harmony in Karakalpak society. These findings serve as a foundation
for understanding how Karakalpak individuals express respect, deference, and solidarity in English
communication contexts.

3. Code-Switching and Language Contact: The phenomenon of code-switching, particularly between
Karakalpak and English, illustrates the dynamic interplay between language and culture in communicative
interactions. Research by Akiner [2] and Sultanov [15] examines code-switching practices among bilingual
Karakalpak speakers, highlighting the pragmatic functions of code-switching in expressing identity, solidarity,
and power dynamics. Understanding how code-switching is employed within English speech etiquette offers
valuable insights into the negotiation of cultural identity and social relationships.

4. Language Pedagogy and Intercultural Communication: The integration of socio-pragmatic aspects of English
speech etiquette into language pedagogy is crucial for promoting effective intercultural communication skills
among Karakalpak learners. Studies by Khamrayeva [9] and Tuychieva [16] emphasize the importance of
incorporating cultural competence and pragmatic awareness into English language teaching curricula. By
contextualizing language learning within the socio-cultural norms of Karakalpak society, educators can
empower learners to navigate diverse communicative contexts with sensitivity and respect.

To sum up, the socio-pragmatic aspect of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture is a multifaceted
phenomenon influenced by cultural values, linguistic practices, and social dynamics. By drawing on theoretical
frameworks from politeness theory, cultural studies, and language pedagogy, researchers can deepen their
understanding of how Karakalpak individuals navigate English communication while maintaining cultural
authenticity and interpersonal harmony.

3. Methodology

Teaching the socio-pragmatic aspect of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture requires a nuanced
approach that integrates cultural sensitivity with language instruction. Here are some teaching methods and
approaches that could be utilized [10]; [11]; [13], [14]:

1. Cultural Immersion: Encourage students to immerse themselves in Karakalpak culture by exposing them
to authentic materials such as literature, films, music, and online resources. This can help students
understand the cultural context in which speech etiquette operates.

2. Role-Playing Activities: Organize role-playing activities where students can practice using appropriate
speech etiquette in different social situations. Provide scenarios that are relevant to Karakalpak culture, such
as greetings, invitations, and expressing gratitude.

3. Case Studies: Analyze real-life case studies or scenarios where English speech etiquette intersects with
Karakalpak cultural norms. Discuss the appropriate language and behavior in each situation, taking into
account cultural expectations.

4. Guest Speakers: Invite native speakers or cultural experts from the Karakalpak community to share their
experiences and insights on speech etiquette. This provides students with authentic perspectives and fosters
cultural understanding.

5. Comparative Analysis: Compare and contrast English speech etiquette with Karakalpak speech etiquette,
highlighting similarities and differences. This helps students understand how cultural norms influence
communication styles.
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6. Role of Nonverbal Communication: Explore the role of nonverbal communication, such as body
language, gestures, and facial expressions, in conveying respect and politeness in Karakalpak culture.
Practice interpreting and using nonverbal cues appropriately.

7. Feedback and Reflection: Provide constructive feedback on students' language use and behavior in role-
playing activities and real-life interactions. Encourage students to reflect on their experiences and consider
how they can improve their speech etiquette.

These resources offer insights into Karakalpak culture, language, and etiquette, providing valuable material for
teaching the socio-pragmatic aspect of English speech etiquette in this cultural context.

4, Discussion

Karakalpak culture is rich and vibrant, shaped by centuries of history, geographical influences, and interactions
with neighboring cultures. Here's an overview of the Karakalpak culture, language, and its socio-cultural
characteristics:

1. Cultural Heritage: The Karakalpaks are a Turkic ethnic group primarily inhabiting the autonomous Republic
of Karakalpakstan within Uzbekistan, as well as parts of neighboring Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. The region
has a diverse cultural heritage influenced by nomadic traditions, agricultural practices, and interactions with
various civilizations along the Silk Road. Karakalpakstan is known for its ancient archaeological sites, including
the UNESCO-listed Mizdakhan necropolis and the ruins of ancient Khorezm civilization.

2. Language: The Karakalpak language belongs to the Kipchak branch of the Turkic language family, sharing
similarities with Kazakh, Uzbek, and other Turkic languages. It is the official language of the Karakalpak
Autonomous Republic and is spoken by the majority of the population in the region. Karakalpak language
exhibits unique linguistic features, including vowel harmony, agglutinative morphology, and a rich system of
honorifics.

3. Socio-Cultural Characteristics:

Hospitality: Karakalpak culture values hospitality, with guests traditionally treated with utmost respect and
generosity.

Traditional Arts and Crafts: Karakalpaks have a rich tradition of craftsmanship, including embroidery, carpet
weaving, pottery, and jewelry making.

Nomadic Heritage: While modernization has led to sedentary lifestyles for many Karakalpaks, nomadic
traditions still hold cultural significance, especially in rural areas.

Music and Dance: Traditional Karakalpak music features instruments like the dombra (a string instrument) and
qobyz (a type of fiddle), accompanied by expressive dance forms.

Cuisine: Karakalpak cuisine is influenced by the region's agricultural heritage, featuring dishes like pilaf, shurpa
(soup), and various dairy products.

Cultural Festivals: Festivals such as Navruz (New Year) and Qurban Hayit (Eid al-Adha) are celebrated with
enthusiasm, showcasing traditional rituals, music, and cuisine.

4. Cultural Challenges:

Modernization and Globalization: Like many indigenous cultures, Karakalpak culture faces challenges from
modernization and globalization, which can erode traditional practices and values.

Environmental Issues: Environmental degradation, particularly the drying of the Aral Sea, has had significant
socio-economic and cultural impacts on the Karakalpak people, affecting their traditional livelihoods and way of
life.

Thus, Karakalpak culture is characterized by its rich heritage, linguistic diversity, and strong sense of identity.
Despite facing challenges, the Karakalpak people continue to preserve and celebrate their unique cultural
traditions, contributing to the cultural tapestry of Central Asia.

Also, in the following, there are the key Concepts and Theories in Socio-Pragmatics, Speech Etiquette, and
Intercultural Communication.

Politeness Theory: Developed by Brown and Levinson [3], politeness theory explores how individuals manage

their social interactions through linguistic strategies aimed at maintaining positive social relationships while
mitigating potential threats to face. This theory identifies politeness strategies such as positive politeness
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(emphasizing friendliness and solidarity) and negative politeness (emphasizing deference and respect for others'
autonomy) as key components of communicative behavior.

Face Theory: Building upon politeness theory, face theory, as proposed by Goffman [5], focuses on the concept
of face, which refers to an individual's desired self-image in a social interaction. Face can be threatened or
enhanced through communicative acts, and individuals employ various strategies to maintain or restore face,
thereby preserving social harmony.

Cross-Cultural Communication: Cross-cultural communication examines how cultural differences influence
communicative behavior and interactional norms across diverse cultural contexts. This field emphasizes the
importance of cultural awareness, empathy, and adaptability in navigating intercultural encounters and bridging
cultural gaps to facilitate effective communication [17].

Code-Switching: Code-switching refers to the alternation between two or more languages or dialects within a
single conversation or discourse. This phenomenon occurs in multilingual contexts and serves various pragmatic
functions, including expressing social identity, accommodating interlocutors, and filling lexical or semantic gaps

[1].

Pragmatic Competence: Pragmatic competence encompasses the ability to use language appropriately in
different communicative contexts, taking into account social norms, cultural conventions, and interpersonal
relationships. It involves understanding and applying pragmatics principles such as politeness, indirectness, and
speech acts to achieve communicative goals effectively [8].

Speech Etiquette: Speech etiquette refers to the set of culturally specific norms and conventions governing
verbal communication within a particular social or cultural context. It encompasses linguistic behaviors such as
greetings, address forms, turn-taking, and speech styles, which vary across cultures and contribute to the
maintenance of social order and cohesion [18].

Intercultural Competence: Intercultural competence involves the ability to effectively communicate and
interact with individuals from different cultural backgrounds. It encompasses skills such as cultural sensitivity,
empathy, flexibility, and adaptability, enabling individuals to navigate cultural differences, resolve conflicts, and
build meaningful relationships across cultural boundaries [4].

5. Conclusion

Based on our comprehensive analysis of the socio-pragmatic aspect of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak

culture, several key conclusions have emerged:

1. Cultural Significance: English speech etiquette in the Karakalpak culture reflects a blend of traditional
norms and contemporary influences, showcasing the adaptability of cultural practices in a globalized world.

2. Interpersonal Dynamics: Politeness strategies in English speech among Karakalpak speakers are deeply
rooted in social hierarchies and relational dynamics, emphasizing respect, deference, and harmony within
interactions.

3. Linguistic Features: The use of honorifics, indirect speech acts, and formulaic expressions are prominent
features of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture, facilitating smooth communication and fostering
positive interpersonal relationships.

4. Pragmatic Competence: Proficiency in navigating the nuances of English speech etiquette is indicative of
pragmatic competence among Karakalpak speakers, highlighting their ability to interpret social cues and
adapt language use to suit diverse communicative contexts.

5. Cultural Identity: English speech etiquette serves as a marker of cultural identity for Karakalpak speakers,
allowing them to assert their unique cultural heritage while engaging in global interactions.

6. Implications for Language Teaching and Intercultural Communication: Recognizing and understanding the
socio-pragmatic aspects of English speech etiquette in Karakalpak culture is essential for effective language
teaching and intercultural communication, promoting mutual understanding and respect across linguistic
and cultural boundaries.

In conclusion, our research underscores the intricate interplay between language, culture, and communication,

highlighting the dynamic nature of English speech etiquette within the Karakalpak cultural context. By shedding

light on these socio-pragmatic dimensions, we contribute to a deeper appreciation and comprehension of cross-
cultural communication dynamics in diverse sociolinguistic settings.
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